Classroom Information Letter 2019/2020


Grade 2/3, Division 9
Mrs. Jennifer Knibbs

Welcome to the start of another school year!  I am excited and delighted to have the opportunity to work with you and your child.  Inside the front cover of your child’s planner you will find my contact information.

		Email	jknibbs@sd44.ca
		Tel.	604-903-3380, local 229
		Classroom website:  	www.sd44.ca/school/carisbrooke (under “student” tab) 
or direct link mrsknibbs.weebly.com


· Please email me, using your preferred email address for school communication, to acknowledge receiving this letter. *

Student Planners
The students will be bringing home their Student Planner each day for you to sign and discuss entries.  Please encourage your child to take responsibility for the daily process of unpacking it, showing it to you, asking for your signature, and packing it back up for the next day. All school notices and weekly spelling lists will be sent home in the planner.  

Class Timetable
Our schedule will be available soon on the classroom website. 

Extra Clothing, Running Shoes, Water bottle
Your child should keep an extra set of clothes (pants, shirt, *socks, etc.) at school. Your child’s name should be on each piece of clothing. Please make sure that your child has running shoes with them every day for gym or fitness break. They can keep a pair at school, if you like, but please label everything. A water bottle, labeled, can be kept at school all week, to help us avoid long lines at the water fountain during teaching time. I will have students take water bottles home every Friday for washing.

Scholastic Book Orders
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will be sending home a monthly Scholastic book order.  If you choose to order books for your child, please return the order form and a cheque by the date indicated on the order.  Do not send cash.  There is an option to pay for your order online.  Our class receives free books and bonus coupons towards purchasing more books and classroom supplies/manipulatives.  There is no obligation to order anything.

RAZ-kids reading program and EPIC
Some of the students may have started the RAZ kids reading program last year.  In the coming weeks, when the students have become more comfortable with me, I will assess each student to ensure they are working at an appropriate reading level in this program. If you are not familiar with this program, it can be accessed online or through an app.  It enables your child to have daily reading practice at their own level, and enhances fluency and comprehension.  The basics of the program are the following: listen to a story, read it aloud (please have them do this where you can listen, as it is easy to “skip” through this section without practicing), and finally, a comprehension check. When we are ready to go, I will send information home on how to access it and what level your child best fits.  After this is up and running, I will link the students to my EPIC account.  This is available to you as an app and once ready, students are able to develop an on-line “library” of books in areas of interest to them, at their reading level.  I can also add books to their personal libraries that connect with curriculum areas.



Homework
The following are a few suggestions for homework:
1) read to or with your child for 10 minutes each day (when you read to them, choose a book beyond their level to expose them to more complex vocabulary and plot).  Raz-kids is an option for busy families.
2) practice math facts (addition and subtraction to 20, skip counting by 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, and counting on from a number between 1 - 100).  Having a flashcard math app is a great idea.  
3) practice spelling words Monday to Thursday (students get a new list on Monday, with a test every Friday).   Our program will focus on word families.   

Home Journals
Every Friday, we work on our home journals, which give the students a chance to reflect and communicate to you about our week.  The student’s job is to show it to you, give you an opportunity to write a one or two sentence response to the content, and bring it back every Monday.  Inside the front cover of their journal is some helpful information for you.  Please remember this journal is a communication opportunity and it is unedited.  I ask that you please refrain from commenting on the quality of the writing, but rather focus on the content. We will definitely work on the quality throughout the year!  

Sharing
A sharing schedule is attached to this letter. We use sharing as a time to practice public speaking skills, active listening skills, develop thoughtful questions and/or respectful comments, and to learn more about each other.  Please help your child pick out something special to them (no toys or goodie bag items from birthday parties, please), something they collect, or something they have made or earned.  Sharing is completely optional every week, so if they choose not to, or forget, or are uncomfortable doing this…not a problem.  I always give the student’s choices with things like this.

Birthdays
We celebrate each student’s birthday, including our summer babies!  It is up to you if you want to send in a small treat to celebrate the special day.  If you do, please remember that we have 21 students.  

Web Site
The class website is updated at the start of each week.  “What’s new” is the main section that explains our upcoming week at a glance. New spelling words, suggested apps/computer sites, helpful hints, and links to Carisbrooke, District, and PAC are available there.

Planned or Extended Absences
If you know your child will be absent from school ahead of time, or there is a need to leave early for an appointment, could you please send me an email. For other unplanned absences (illness, etc.), please call the office (604-903-3380) and leave a message on the callback line.  

Attached to this letter is a survey that I am asking you to fill in.  I realize it is another form to deal with, but it is a very crucial one for me (thank-you, in advance). If you have any questions/concerns, my preferred method of contact is by email, but feel free to call or drop by in person.  I look forward to meeting you and working with your child.

						Sincerely,



						Jennifer Knibbs
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